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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in reply to Applicant's amendment and remarks filed 6/28/06. 



Claims 1-8 are pending. 

Claims 5-7 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) 
as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 1/6/06. 

The previous objection to the incorporation by reference has been withdrawn in 
view of Applicant's amendment to the specification. 

The previous rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112 2 nd has also been withdrawn. 

The previous rejection under 35 U.S.C. 101 is also withdrawn in view of 
Applicant's amendment to the claims. 

Claims 1-4 and 8 are still rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 
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Claims 1-4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fukuchi et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,546,334. 

Independent claim 1 now essentially recites a data architecture of map data 
stored in a computer readable medium comprising link identification medium identifying 
a plurality of original links each of which corresponds to a part of an actual road 
network, auxiliary link identification information identifying a plurality of alternative links 
which substitute for any of the original map data links, wherein or such that the link 
identification information for each original link replaced by the alternative links is 
associated with auxiliary link identification information for the alternative links so that a 
map data processing apparatus recognizes the relationship between the original links 
and the alternative links. 

In this respect please see the abstract of Fukuchi et al. which discloses a car 
navigation map update system in which link information is provided as shown in Figs. 6 
and 8, wherein map update information is provided for particular sections of the map 
and which includes both map section identification as well as version numbers 
identifying those sections being updated (please see column 1 lines 47-65). 

Dependent claims 2 and 3 respectively recite that the data architecture of the 
map data comprise a plurality of data parts processed by the apparatus for different 
purposes, where claim 3 claims the method for performing the apparatus' process. 

In this respect please see at least col. 5, II. 23-41 which disclose that Fukuchi et 
al. teach a data architecture which includes data with respect to version numbers, as 
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well as the replacement or updated map data information, thereby having data parts 
which are processed by the apparatus for different purposes. 

Independent claim 4 is essentially a combination of the previous independent 
claim 1 combined with dependent claims 2 and 3, with the addition of an update 
processor for updating the map data in accordance with update instruction data. 

As previously noted with respect to claim 1 , Fukuchi et al. is a map update 
system and therefore performs the claimed updating of map data as particularly shown 
in figures 6 and 8. 

Dependent claim 8 recites a map data providing apparatus comprising an update 
instruction data architecture as in claim 3, which further includes a transmitter for 
sending the update instruction data to the map data processing apparatus. 

In this respect Applicant's attention is directed to figure 1 of Fukuchi et al., which 
clearly shows a map update data broadcasting section (4), where figure 2 further shows 
receiving the broadcast data for use in updating a map to be displayed. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 6/28/06, with respect to the rejections under 35 
U.S.C. 101 and 35 U.S.C. 112 2nd have been fully considered and are persuasive. 

The rejection of claims 1-4 and 8 on those grounds has been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments respect to the 102(e) rejection of claims 1-4 and 8, as not 
being anticipated by Fukuchi et al., have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 
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Applicant's remarks seem to suggest that the claimed invention is directed to 
using link identification information and auxiliary link identification information 
"corresponding to each road segments" of an original link and an alternative link, 
respectively. The Examiner has carefully reviewed the pending claims and for any such 
limitation in which "road segments" or "road links" are recited and has found none. In as 
much it appears that in this respect Applicant is arguing limitations which are not 
present in the claims. 

Applicant further argues that "Fukuchi merely teaches replacing the block of map 
data with a new block of data, Fukuchi does not teach using link and auxiliary link 
identification information for original and alternative road links as in the embodiments of 
the present invention", however in the previous paragraph of Applicant's remarks it was 
acknowledged that "Fukuchi teaches a system in which map data for a car navigation 
system is stored in a number of blocks representing segments of map data". 

It is the Examiner's position that the map block data and link information taught 
by Fukuchi et al. clearly encompasses Applicant's claimed invention, and that even if 
claim language relating to road segments or links were to be added to the claims that 
Fukuchi et al. would still be a proper reference under 35 USC 102 in that the map data 
"blocks" of Fukuchi et al. still inherently contain information relating to road segments. 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Pipala whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1360. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



